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Storm Eunice causes workmen? s cradles to batter side o f new hotel
D R I V I N G winds caused by S t o r m Eunice
l i f ted workmen?s cradles to b a t t e r t he side o f

Woking?s new H i l t o n bu i ld ing , damag ing
w indows and den t i ng panels,

V ideo of a meta l cradle swing ing untethered
c i rcu la ted on socia l media and residents?
fo rums over the weekend, raising widespread
concerns.

?The safety o f residents and construct ion
worke rs is o f u tmos t importance and the sight
o f an untethered workmen?s cradle was
alarming,? acknowledged leader o f W o k i n g
Borough Counc i l , Ayesha Azad.

?We raised this incident as a n urgen t mat te r
wi th S i r Robe r t M c A l p i n e ( S R M ) and they
conf i rmed tha t ahead o f S t o r m Eunice,
s igni f icant prepara t ions across the
const ruc t ion site were pu t in place. Th is

UNTETHERED -O n e of the cradles at the Hilton

included checking and securing a l l mater ia ls
and equipment. On-site w o r k s were suspended
in specif ic areas and teams were on standby to
react where necessary.

?Despite this, the severi ty o f the s t o r m
dislodged t w o workmen 's cradles that had

been grounded and secured on the southern
roof terrace beside the hotel development.?

Friday?s red weather w a r n i n g had seen the
section of V i c to r i a Way close to the Hi l ton
bu i ld ing temporar i ly shut, due to a ?wind
action plan? agreed between S R M and the
Health and Safety Execut ive wh ich requires
the highway to be closed du r i ng excessive w ind
speeds whi le w o r k to the hotel?s exter ior
continues.

The road had only reopened the previous
week, having been closed since 20 October
w h i l e temporary fixings were installed af te r
ex te r i o r panels fell f r o m the Hi l ton.

On this occasion, Vic tor ia Way was only
closed unt i l Saturday af ternoon, once the
w inds subsided. N o panels were dislodged as a
result o f the storm.

?A l l other prepara t ions proved effective,
w i t h only m i n o r damage as a result,? said C l l r
Azad .

L ibera l Democra t g roup leader A n n - M a r i e
B a r k e r said she bad wr i t ten to C i r Azad and
WBC?s ch ie f executive, Ju l ie Fisher, asking i f
the incident w i l l impact on the open ing o f the
new development.

?There are serious questions to be answered
as to w h y this happened,? said C l l r B a r k e r .
?The pub l i c need to be reassured tha t there
w i l l b e n o f u r t h e r cost to the pub l i c purse f r o m
these incidents.?

I t is thought the H i l t o n hotel w i l l not now
open as par to f the Victor ia Square
development, unt i l a l l aspects o f the bu i ld ing
are fu l l y settled.
@ S T O R M damage ? see page 3.

@ by Stuar t Flitton these very compl ica ted

Indoor skydiver qualifies for wor ld cup
A 1 3 - Y E A R - O L D Horse l l g i r l has won the r igh t
to compe te in the i n d o o r s k y d i v i n g w o r l d cup
a f t e r f i n i sh ing f i rs t in the j u n i o r s and f o u r t h
overa i l in the recent B r i t i s h championsh ips .

E m i l y K i n g took up the sport when she was four
because she wanted to ?f ly like Tinkerbell?.

W i t h i n three years she was winn ing local com-
petitions as a freestyle soloist - and when she was
10, she f in ished th i rd i n the national champi-
onships.

Freestyle skydiving involves complex acrobatic
routines to mus ic in a vert ical w ind tunnel that
allows the athletes to f loat and ?fly?

Emily?s mum, Sharon, said: ?I real ly don?t
know where she?s got i t f rom. I t was someth ing
that she jus t took to from the moment she went in
the tunnel.

?She always wanted to go back there f o r birth-
days or other special occasions. The instructors

loved taking her inb e c a u s e she was so smi ley and
loved i t all the time.?

Her success in Basingstoke means E m i l y cou ld
compete in the wor ld cup inB e l g i u m iin A p r i l th is
year. But she has decided to w a i t unt i l the 2023
championships in Slovakia to g i v e her more time
to train and because o f schoolwork.

?Due to disrupt ion caused by C O V I D , the
Br i t i sh nationals came very close to the wor ld

championsh ipsin Brussels and i t left only 50 days
to train, w h i c hisn?t much when you have to do
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Toutines to music,? said
Sharon.

?They ' re judged no t
only on the technical ca-
pabil i ty but how it corre-
sponds to the music.?

E m i l y said she thor-
oughly enjoyed the com-
pet i t ion in Basingstoke.

?Ht was great because
e v e r y b o d yi s lovely and
you ge t to go against
p e o p l ein a different age
group, wi th d i f ferent
styles and levels o f ex -
perience,? she said.

? Indoor skyd iv ingHIGH-FLIER ? Horseil means y o u ?r e able to fly.

K i n g a e r i u n It?s a very rareo c e u r -

E m i l y In action rence to de fy grav i ty
and a fun th ing to do.?

Emi ly participates in a w ide range o f sport, in-
c lud ing gol f , skat ing, acrobatics, netball and
lacrosse.

She intends to compete for as long as she can
and to become a professional instructor.

E m i l yis planning to add outdoor skyd iv ing to
her ski l ls and when s h eis 16, hopes to j u m p with
the Red Devils, the Brit ish Army?s off ic ial para-
chute display team.

?Because I?m a capable f l ie r indoors, I?ll be
quite a good f l ie r outdoors,? she said.


